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NEW  YEARS  

PRAYER  

God, thank you for a new year. 

May everyone in our family be will-

ing to begin anew with a clean slate. 

We know that you are always ready 

to forgive us. Help us to be willing 

to forgive ourselves and to forgive one 

another. 

 

As we begin a new year, remind us of 

our truest values and our deepest 

desires. Help us to live in the good-

ness that comes from doing what you 

want us to do. Help us to put aside 

anxiety about the future and the past, 

so that we might live in peace with 

you now, one day at a time. 

Principalõs Message 

 In a recent Walt Disney movie ñFinding Nemo,ò Dori with her ever present hope 

and perseverance, encourages Nemo to ñjust keep swimmingò until their goal of getting 

all the trapped fish out of the net is reached. As we look ahead into this month of January 

and the hope and prospects of another new year, we are encouraged to ñjust keep sow-

ingò until our goal of spreading the Good News of the Sower to all the world is reached. 

 The Parable of the Sower is one that invites us to become the Sower for both to-

dayôs world and the world to come. Over this Christmas season we have been invited by 

the Christ child to see the world with his eyes and his heart and our mission as Sowers is 

to find Jesus in the eyes and heart of every child we teach. 

 Let us pray that as we begin this new year, we will continue to be the Sower of 

Godôs seeds not only for this special season but indeed for the entire remaining school 

year. May God graciously bless us with hope and perseverance as we faithfully ñ just 

keep sowing.ò  

òWe shall build a student focused education by living and sharing our faith.ó 
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Welcome back!   
 
Thank you to all families who were able to attend 
our Family Christmas Activity Evening in Decem-
ber.  It was such a nice evening, families who 
were able to attend had fun snowshoeing, sled-
ding, playing games and crafting.  Thank you to 
Mrs. St. Hilaire and her daughter Brianne who led 
us in singing of Christmas carols. 
 
January is always a very busy month full of learning!  As always, 
please have your students to school on time in the morning.  There 
are morning routines in each class that are an important part of your 
childôs day and learning experience.  When they miss that routine, they 
miss out.  Our first bell rings at 8:45 with classes beginning at 8:55. 
 
The staff of St. Patrick would like to extend a very Happy New Year to 
each family as we enter 2012!   

May God bless each of you with a year  
full of good health and happiness! 

Have a fabulous month! 

Just Keep Sowing 
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AWARD RECOGNITION FOR DECEMBER  

1A                             

1/2                          Brooke Girvan, Nikita Labrador  

2A Brandon Carroll  

3A Krystal Fai, Tivonia Metchooyeah, Nathan Breag 

4A Amber Adams, Jeremiah Breag, Trista Davis 

5A Darrell Oram, Jacob Guenther 

5B Spencer Valen, Drake Hodges, Ben Laidlaw 

6A Ronnie Baybay, Kade Cox 

6B Britney Roe 

7A Katie Buck 

7B Celena Butz, Jacob Guenther 

8A Katherine Watson, Lorelei Braaten 

8B Tanis Courtoreille, Cali Richardson 

Boys Team 
Patrick Stacey 

Madison Vallee 
Justin Rudyk 
Justin Kirkeby 

Matthew Crnogorac 
Brayden Shkwarok 

Jared Larson 
Sam Dooley 

Bailey Wheeler 

Girls Team  
Camryn Stromberg 

Jenna Medhurst 
Gabby Beaulieu 
Emily Taylor 

Chantal Escobar 
Jayden Vallee 
Dakota Turner 
Lexie Reding 

Rebecca Ward 
Ceana Comeau 

Our basketball teams have been chosen and 

games are underway!  Thank you to Miss. 

Morrison and Mr. Redl for coaching the teams 

as well as Mrs. Mott and Mrs. Bulger for as-

sisting. 

Games are on Thursdays!  

PARENTS!  
 

Please ensure that the office has 
the current address and phone 

number for each parent.  

 
Thank you!  

Parking issues: 

 

Please park only in the end 

spots in the morning and 

afterschool.  The other spots 

are reserved for staff. 

Thank you! 

W
e will have 

three pictures 

next month.
 

Sorry
 



 

Wild Rose Manor 

As our school service project we have been working with Wild Rose Manor.  Students have 

been visiting with residents at different times since September. Residents have been invited 

to a couple of school events as well.  We are looking into the possibility of doing some pro-

jects for the residents.  Ideas include: fundraising for, and building a raised vegetable gar-

den; working towards some benches on 68th avenue for residents and other community 

members to use while walking on the trails. 

St. Patrick School Service Project  

 

òWhatsoever you do for the least of my people, that you do unto me.ó - Matthew 25: 44-46 
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DID YOU KNOW?  
 
Every year as a school we create a School Plan.  This plan highlights our 

accomplishments from the previous year and indicates areas of improvement.  

This year we have three areas of focus as a school: 
1. To improve student writing and problem solving 

2. To improve student understanding and use of higher order think-

ing skills 

3. To improve student engagement (interest) in learning. 

ALBERTA EDUCATION AC COUNTABILITY SURVEY  
Alberta Education is conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Surveys from January to the end of Febru-
ary. 
Parents of students in grades 4 & 7 will receive a survey mailed to their homes directly from Alberta Edu-
cation.  In addition to English and French the survey will be available in Mandarin/Cantonese, Punjabi, Ara-
bic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish and Tagalog.  Parents wishing to have surveys in a language other 
than English or French can contact me at the school.  In February, students in grades 4 & 7 and all teach-
ers will be completing their surveys online through the schools. 
All surveys are anonymous and no reports will be issued if the number of respondents is fewer than six to 
further protect the privacy of respondents.  Respondents are expected to answer the questions based 
upon the experiences they have had at their school.  Responses for parents of students who have moved 
during the current school year will be attached to the school in which the student was registered on Sep-
tember 30, 2011.  We strongly encourage your participation as the results help us identify our school and 
jurisdictionôs strengths and weaknesses. Survey results will be available to jurisdictions by the start of May 
2012, and will be reported publicly by jurisdictions as part of the Annual Education Results Reports in the 
fall of 2012. 
 



Family Literacy Day is a national awareness initiative cre-
ated by ABC Life Literacy Canada in 1999 and held annu-
ally on January 27 to raise awareness of the importance of 
reading and engaging in other literacy-related activities as a 
family. More than 1.5 million Canadians have already par-
ticipated in the initiative since its debut. Taking time every 
day to read or do a learning activity with children is crucial 
to a childôs development. Even just 15 minutes a day can 
improve a childôs literacy skills dramatically, and can help a 
parent improve their skills as well.  

Family Literacy Day 
January 27, 2012 



Students are permitted on the 
small snow hills during recess 

times ONLY if they have ski pants 

on.  
 

Students are never permitted on 
the big hill during recess times.  

 PAGE 5 

Cold Weather  
Reminder  

 

As the weather gets colder 
please ensure that your child(ren) 

are properly dressed for the 
weather.  

 

 
This includes:  
Warm jacket, 
Snow Pants,  

Winter Boots, 
Mitts, Tuques, etc.  

Junior High Parents!  

You are now able to access your childõs grades, attendance and other 

information through PowerSchoolõs Parent Portal.  You can link from 

our St. Patrickõs web-page or you can type the direct address:  

https://powerschool.gpcsd.ca/public  

A letter was mailed home in December.  

PARENT PORTAL INFORM ATION  

Labels for Education  

We are continuously  collecting  

Campbellõs Soup, V8 Splash Bever-

ages and Pepperidge Farm Crackers 

Label's  

  

If  your child is too sick to 
go outside for recess they 
then are to too sick to at-

tend school.   
Please give your child 

enough time to recover 
from their illness before 

returning to school.  
Thank you!  

SCHOOL COUNCIL:   

Our next meeting is:  

January 12th @ 7PM  

 

Child Care is Provided  



This month think about self-control: 

Donõt eat too much or eat lots of sweets and junk food 

Spend no more than one hour per day on the computer 

Try some new sports or outdoor games to make your body stronger 

JANUARY VIRTUE:  SELF -CONTROL  
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GRADE 4 -8 SKI TRIP  

Once again grades 4-8 will be going to Nitehawk for a day of skiing fun! 
Our date is February 7th.  Forms will be going home in the next week.  Please return the 

forms to the office as soon as possible.  Thank you! 



Sunday Masses 

 
Saturday evening 7:00 pm 

Sunday morning 9:00 & 11:00 am 
 

Confessions: Saturday evenings, 5:30 - 6:30 p.m. 

 

Morning Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:45 am, in the Chapel. 

 

Devotions to our Mother of Perpetual Help at Wednesday Mass. 

SACRAMENT REGISTRATI ON INFORMATION  

Regarding the Sacraments of Reconciliation; 1st Communion and Confirmation (grades 2, 3, and 6 respectively) 

 
Dear Parents & Families, 
 
We trust that your child (ren) is having a faith filled and rewarding school year.  If you have not already done so, you are 
invited to now register your child (ren) at St. Joseph Roman Catholic Parish for the sacraments of Reconciliation, 1

st
 Com-

munion &/or Confirmation. 
 
In our parish, Roman Catholic children in grade 2 celebrate Reconciliation, those in grade 3 celebrate 1

st
 Communion and 

those in grade 6 celebrate Confirmation.  In prior years registration at the parish was only held for grade 6 children and for 
those children not attending a Catholic school.  This year we are asking all parents that would like their children to cele-
brate one or more of these sacraments in the Roman Catholic Church to register at the parish.  The growing number of 
families in our parish now makes it difficult to continue the informal process we used in prior years.   
 
We are holding a registration forum for parents on Saturday January 7, 2011 beginning at 9:00 am till 11:00 am.  
Please plan to stay for the two hours. For these forums please note the following: 
 

the registration forum will be held in the Parish Hall (in the same building as the Church, but on the south end of the 
building) 

please bring with you a photocopy of your childôs Baptism certificate that we can keep on file 
it is not necessary that your child attend this registration meeting 

 
In order for your child to receive the sacrament (s) with their classmates this year, they MUST be registered at 
ONE these forums.  
 
This registration at St. Joseph Parish is for Roman Catholic children.   The parents of non-Catholic Children (e.g. Anglican, 
Lutheran, etc.) are also asked to contact their local church community for celebrations in their faith tradition. 

 
St. Joseph Roman Catholic Parish    Grande Prairie and District Catholic Schools  
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SCHEDULE OF MASSES  






