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NEW YEARS
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oWe shall build a student focused education by living and sharing ©ur faith
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. Hilaire and her daughter Brianne who led

to forgive ourselves and to #gi%vgir?&\ﬁg of Christmas carols.

another.

As we begin a new year, reg]gys
our truest values and ot

January is always a very busy month full of learning! As always,
¥$3Ve your students to school on time in the morning. There
I de€RRSHNing routines in each class that are an important part of your

desires. Helpus toliveinthegqod-q s day and |l earning experie

ness that comes from doing @b ¥OUOr first bell rings at 8:45 with classes beginning at 8:55.
want us to do. Help us to put aside

anxiety about the future andrihe §astof St. Patrick would like to extend a very Happy New Year to
so that we might live in peacgWitmily as we enter 2012!

you now, one day at ajtime.
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May God bless each of you with a year
full of good health and happiness!
Have a fabulous month!
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AWARD RECOGNITION FOR DECEMBER

GRADE RECIPIENTS
1A
1/2 Brooke Girvan, Nikita Labrador
2A Brandon Carroll

3A Krystal Fai, Tivonia Metchooyeah, Nathan Breag

4A Amber Adams, Jeremiah Breag, Trista Davis
5A Darrell Oram, Jacob Guenther

5B Spencer Valen, Drake Hodges, Ben Laidlaw
6A Ronnie Baybay, Kade Cox

6B Britney Roe

7A Katie Buck

7B Celena Butz, Jacob Guenther

8A Katherine Watson, Lorelei Braaten

8B Tanis Courtoreille, Cali Richardson
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BASKETBALL TEAMS

Boys Team Girls Team

Our basketball teams have been chosen and
games are underway! Thank you to Miss.

Morrison and Mr. Redl for coaching the teams

as well as Mrs. Mott and Mrs. Bulger for as-
sisting.

Games are on Thursdays!

Patrick Stacey
Madison Vallee
Justin Rudyk
Justin Kirkeby
Matthew Crnogorac
Brayden Shkwarok
Jared Larson
Sam Dooley
Bailey Wheeler

Camryn Stromberg
Jenna Medhurst
Gabby Beaulieu

Emily Taylor
Chantal Escobar
Jayden Vallee
Dakota Turner
Lexie Reding
Rebecca Ward
Ceana Comeau

PARENTS!

Please ensure that the office has
the current address and phone
number for each parent.

Thank you!

Parking issues:

Please park only in the end

spots in the morning and

afterschool. The other spqts

are reserved for staff.
Thank you!
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DID YOU KNow'?

Every year as a school we create a School Plan. This plan highlig

accomplishments from the previous year and indicates areas of i N
This year we have three areas of focus as a school:

1. To improve student writing and problem solving

2. To improve student understanding and use of higher ord
ing skills

3. To improve student engagement (interest) in learning.

/ALBERTA EDUCATION AC COUNTABILITY SURVEY \

Alberta Education is conducting the annual Accountability Pillar Surveys from January to the end of Febru-
ary.

Parents of students in grades 4 & 7 will receive a survey mailed to their homes directly from Alberta Edu-
cation. In addition to English and French the survey will be available in Mandarin/Cantonese, Punjabi, Ara-
bic, Blackfoot, Cree, Korean, Spanish and Tagalog. Parents wishing to have surveys in a language other
than English or French can contact me at the school. In February, students in grades 4 & 7 and all teach-
ers will be completing their surveys online through the schools.

All surveys are anonymous and no reports will be issued if the number of respondents is fewer than six to
further protect the privacy of respondents. Respondents are expected to answer the questions based
upon the experiences they have had at their school. Responses for parents of students who have moved
during the current school year will be attached to the school in which the student was registered on Sep-
tember 30, 2011. We strongly encourage your participation as the results help us identify our school and
jurisdictionbés strengths and weaknesses. Survey

2012, and will be reported publicly by jurisdictions as part of the Annual Education Results Reports in the

@f 2012.
/ St. Patrick School Service Project \

oWhat soever you do f oMatthew25484 e a s|t

Wild Rose Manor

As our school service project we have been working with Wild Rose Manor. Studen
been visiting with residents at different times since September. Residents have bee

es

s have
invite

to a couple of school events as well. We are looking into the possibility of doing some pro-
jects for the residents. Ideas include: fundraising for, and building a raised vegetaljle gar-
den; working towards some benches on 68th avenue for residents and other community

members to use while walking on the trails.




Family Literacy Day
January 27, 2012

Family Literacy Day is a national awareness initiative cre-
ated by ABC Life Literacy Canada in 1999 and held annu-
ally on January 27 to raise awareness of the importance of
reading and engaging in other literacy-related activities as a
family. More than 1.5 million Canadians have already par-
ticipated in the initiative since its debut. Taking time every
day to read or do a learning activity with children is crucial
to a childés devel opment. E
i mprove a childés Il iteracy
parent improve their skills as well. Learning happens in everything we do-

FamilyLiteracyDay.ca

Daily literacy activities
Learning happens in many ways, especially in our day-to-day activities. Tasks such as
cooking, doing laundry, running errands and surfing the Internet all provide learning

opportunities that your family can embrace.

Here are 10 fun and easy ways to make literacy part of your family’s
daily life.

1. When making your grocery list, have your child write out the
items you need to buy.

2. Atthe store, ask your child to count out the money to make
the purchase.

3. Makeita habit to always read a story togetherat bedtime.

4. When cooking dinner, involve your children in measuring the
ingredients. This helps them understand fractions and measurements.

5. Drivingis the perfect opportunity to practice literacy. Read signs, billboards and
licence plates together, and show your children the proper way to read a map.

6. While on the Internet, make time to research something new that your family is
interested in. Researching skills are important and help with reading and
comprehension.

7. Inthe car, sing along to songs on the radio. Singing encourages learning patterns of
words, rhymes and rhythms, and is strongly connected to language skills.

8. When playing a board game, read the instructions aloud to each other or count how

many spaces to travel around the board. It's easy to practice learning in the things you do every day.
Take the journey and learn about new things along the way.

Complete and check off at least 5 activities on your passport

9. Involve yourkids when you pay bills. This will teach them strong financial skills early and register online. Find more ways to use your paseport at

on in life. www.FamilyLiteracyDay.ca
10. Children follow by example, so ensure reading is part of your daily life too! k.@
Famiy Literacy Day

Formore family literacy tips, activity ideas and Family Literacy Day" information, please visit
www.FamilyLiteracyDay.ca

”\- = j — 1 www.FamilyLiteracyDay.ca

Family Literacy Day

C



Remindgrs!

Students are permitted on the
small snow hills during recess
times ONLY if they have ski pants
on.

Students are never permitted on
the big hill during recess times.

If your child is too sick to
go outside for recess they
then are to too sick to at-
tend school.
Please give your child
enough time to recover
from their iliness before
returning to school.
Thank you!
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Labels for Education

We are continuously collecting

Campbell 8ds Soup, V|8

ages and Pepperidge Farm Crackers
Label's

wn
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SCHOOL COUNCIL:

Our next meeting is:

January 12th @ 7PM

Child Care is Provided

Cold Weather
Reminder

As the weather gets colder
please ensure that your child(ren)
are properly dressed for the

weather.

This includes:
Warm jacket,
Snow Pants,
Winter Boots,
Mittss TudLeese etc.

ﬁRENT PORTAL INFORM ATION

Junior High Parents!

You now abl e
informati on

St .

ar e t o
t hrough

our

o

P a-page oc youwcan type the direct address:
https://powerschool.gpcsd.ca/public

A letter was mailed home in December.

~

access your chiil

Power School 6s
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GRADE

4 -8 SKI TRIP

\

Once again grades-8 will be going to Nitehawk for a day of skiing fun!
Our date is February 7th. Forms will be going home in the next week. Please retur

forms to the office as soon as possible. Thank you!

)

JANUARY VIRTUE: SELF -CONTROL

This month think about self-control:

e DONOt eat t oo much or

eat

« Spend no more than one hour per day on the computer

. Try some new sports or outdoor games to make your body stronger

Cl_R-r

GRANDE PRAIRIE
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE

. OUNDTABLE
Reading is a fammily affair.

Traditionally I‘Eading has been viewed as a solitary activity. Readers often find a
private place and retreat into their own world excluding everyone and everything
around them.

In fact, the act of I‘Eading is rooted in a very strong social and family
activity: S’ R Y telling. Long before there was the written word, there was
ST ORYtelling: a way of conveying history, information, values and traditions
through time.

The approaching holiday is a time for fammilies to get together, celebrate
traditions, trade information, reinforce values and review fammily history.
STORIES will be told! It is a time that families can also bring out old

favourite BOOKS. You can never F'edl a BOOK too many times! BOOKSE can remind
children and parent of memories and can also create memories! BOOKS can be

shared: for example each fammily member taking a turn of Wﬂding a verse or two of
classics such as Clement Moore’s The Night before Christmas.

Picture BOOKS are not just for children! Parents and grandparents can find their
childhood favourites on their shelves or at their local and share them with

the younger ones in their lives. It isn’t just the I‘E&ding of the BOOK that is valuable

but also the discussion that is prompted by the BOOK. An ‘old’ picture BOOK can
prompt a lot of discussion between generations: WHAT is that Grandma? Did you wear
clothes like that Grampa? How did you manage without computers? If | wrote the
STORY now | would put something really neat in it. In turn children can share

their favourite BOOKS with the older ones in their lives.
Everyone needs S’ O R X ES to understand themselves, their world, their

place and others in it. BOOKS make wonderful gifts and memberships make

great stocking stuffers! Give the tradition of Peading.

Thank you for participating in our 100,000 nights of M8alling program and promoting
literacy within your fammily and community!!!! Keep up the great work!

n the

ot
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QHEDULE OF MASSES

Sunday Masses

Saturday evening 7:00 pm
Sunday morning 9:00 & 11:00 am

Confessions:Saturday evenings, 5:3®:30 p.m.

Morning Prayer: Mon - Fri, 8:45 am, in the Chapel.

Devotionsto our Mother of Perpetual Help at Wednesday Mass.

SACRAMENT REGISTRATI ON INFORMATION

Regarding the Sacraments of ReconciliatichChmmunion and Confirmation (grades 2, 3, and 6 respectively)

Dear Parents & Families,

We trust that your child (ren) is having a faith filled and rewarding school year. If you have not already done so, you are
invited to now register your child (ren) at St. Joseph Roman Catholic Parish for the sacraments of Reconciliation, 1% Com-
munion &/or Confirmation.

In our parish, Roman Catholic children in grade 2 celebrate Reconciliation, those in grade 3 celebrate 1° Communion and
those in grade 6 celebrate Confirmation. In prior years registration at the parish was only held for grade 6 children and for
those children not attending a Catholic school. This year we are asking all parents that would like their children to cele-
brate one or more of these sacraments in the Roman Catholic Church to register at the parish. The growing number of
families in our parish now makes it difficult to continue the informal process we used in prior years.

We are holding a registration forum for parents on Saturday January 7, 2011 beginning at 9:00 am till 11:00 am.
Please plan to stay for the two hours. For these forums please note the following:

the registration forum will be held in the Parish Hall (in the same building as the Church, but on the south end of the

building)
please bring with you a photocopy of your childés Baptis
it is not necessary that your child attend this registration meeting

In order for your child to receive the sacrament (s) with their classmates this year, they MUST be registered at
ONE these forums.

This registration at St. Joseph Parish is for Roman Catholic children. The parents of non-Catholic Children (e.g. Anglican,
Lutheran, etc.) are also asked to contact their local church community for celebrations in their faith tradition.

St. Joseph Roman Catholic Parish  Grande Prairie and District Catholic Schools
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ARCTIC WINTER GAMES
\\ WHITEHORSE 2012

March 4 - 10, 2012
R
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2012 ARCTIC WINTER GAMES

SNOWBOARDING QUALIFIERS January 20, 21, 22, 2012

Vista Ridge Ski Hill, Fort McMurray, Alberta

Categories: Junior (male/female) — 1993 or later
Juvenile (male/female) — 1995 or later
The Events: Banked Slalom (male/female)
Slopestyle (male/female)
Snowboard Cross (male/female)
% Pipe (male/female)
**All riders are welcome to come and try out

Please contact Beryl Larson (Sport Coordinator) at wycol@telus.net or 780-876-2320 if you
want to try out for the 2012 Arctic Winter Games, | will send you a registration package that
needs to be submitted by all athletes and coaches before the 20" of January, 2012.

Any Coaches (male/female) with CSF Level 1 that would be interested in coaching the AWG
please contact Beryl Larson at wycol@telus.net.






