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Principal’s Message
WELCOME to Holy Cross Catholic School – Home of the Hurricanes.  We are blessed with the opportunity to serve the educational needs of your children. Our world is ever changing and we shall always seek continuous improvement as leaders of our community of learners to ensure the highest quality of education is provided to your children. 

We endeavor to offer exceptional learning through engaging instruction with the support of leading edge professional practice in tandem with the most current technology. Our curriculum is extended with unique learning opportunities along with a growing list of extracurricular options. We encourage your children to be actively involved in our school community, and be a part of what makes our community thrive.

Although our world is ever changing our Faith remains steadfast, and strong. Our Faith is the cornerstone of who we are, and it is the glue that brings our community together in social action for each other and the world around us. 

We understand the need to work with our parents to ensure the best for your children and our students. We embrace the truth that it takes a whole community to raise a child. Let us always strive toward that goal of working together for the betterment of all the children. Let every lamb be counted.
Holy Cross Mission Statement

“ SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1With Christ as our model, our Catholic school community is actively and visibly committed to our calling. We will collaboratively ensure academic, emotional, and spiritual growth in all Learners.”

Communication:
Effective communication among students, parents, and teachers is the key to the success of our Holy Cross School Community. There are many options for families to receive and share information with the staff. 
· We host a Parent Information Night every September.
· Monthly Classroom newsletters for K-6 classes and Course Communication Plans from Junior High teachers are sent home.

· Our Student Handbook can be accessed on our Holy Cross website and it is found in each student agenda. 
· Three formal reports are issued (November, March, and June). 
· Monthly School Newsletters are sent home the first week of each month and they can be accessed through our Holy Cross website.

· A weekly email is sent each weekend to subscribing families with important updates and upcoming events.

· Upcoming events as well as other school information, newsletters, staff contacts, etc can be accessed from the Holy Cross website. 

· Our school sign near our bus lane is updated regularly with important information.

· Please feel free to call the school at (780)538-0077 or use the website as a link to contact staff. Any curriculum issues or student concerns should be addressed initially with the teacher before contacting administration.

Holy Cross Website:

http://www. hc.gpcsd28.ab.ca or www.gpcsd.ca/holycross
Daily Prayer and Religious Celebrations:
Each day begins with prayer for staff and students.  Classroom celebrations are held throughout the year as part of the Religion program and the classroom teacher will inform parents of these.   Periodically, the entire school will gather for the celebration of major liturgical events.  Parents are always welcome to attend these as well.  All students are expected to attend these celebrations and show respect for the opportunity to praise God.  

School Hours:
School begins each day at 8:47 a.m.  Students will be admitted to the building at 8:40 a.m. and are asked not to arrive earlier than 8:30 a.m.  Lunch is from 11:45 a.m. to 12:25 p.m.  Dismissal occurs at 3:08 pm allowing adequate time to catch buses, which leave around 3:15 p.m.  Students are expected to be out of the school building by 3:30 pm unless under the direct supervision of a staff member, or if they have practice because they play on a school sports team.

School Behaviour Expectations:
In developing the practices that reflect Policy #300 of Grande Prairie and District RCSSD #28 we feel that the guiding principles must be centered totally on Christ’s gospel message: to love one another as He has loved us and to do unto others as we would have them do unto us.   Student behavior must be viewed in the context of man’s law, which must be based on God’s law.  These practices should be administered in a spirit of charity, forgiveness and continued faith in our ability to do what is right and good.

Philosophy:

At Holy Cross School we believe that:






a)  Christ is the reason for this school.  He is the unseen but ever present teacher in its classes.                                                   He is the model of its staff and the inspiration of its students. 

b) Children can behave properly.

c) Behavior is maintained by its consequences.

d) Staff has an important responsibility in being role models for behavior.

e) Parents/guardians have an important role in providing feedback on the content of the policies and supporting practices of the school.

Discipline is:

1. Effective communication techniques that foster positive relationships.

2. Reinforcement of appropriate behaviors.

3. Education that enables students to make appropriate choices in a climate of understanding and support.

4. Defined school rules and classroom limits with incentives and consequences consistently applied.

5. Self-management in a variety of environments.

Our Program Includes:

a. Emphasis on recognition of appropriate behaviors.

b. Opportunities for students to participate in school activities designed to develop responsibility and leadership skills.

c. Written behavior agreements/contracts for students who repeatedly demonstrate inappropriate behaviors.

d. Recognition that each child is an individual, and will be disciplined individually.  A consequence that helps one child behave will not necessarily work for all students.
e. Emphasis on responsibility, education, moral/ethical education, and conflict resolution education.

 The teacher is responsible for:

1. Assisting in the development and enforcement of school rules at all times.

2. Developing clear classroom expectations, which are then communicated to the students and their parents/guardians.

3. Establishing a classroom management program and climate that elicits proper behavior and which gives every student full opportunity to pursue his/her studies without disruption.

4. Communicate with parents and students regarding behavior successes and behavior problems and proposed solutions.

5. Performing their assigned supervisory duties.

The principal is responsible for:

a. Interpreting rules, expectations and responsibilities.

b. Supporting teachers by developing behavioral agreements/contracts for disruptive students.

c. Contacting parents to get commitments to the agreements/contracts.

d. Coordinating a system of reminders for people in following established rules and limits.

e. Informing the parents of student suspensions.

f. Reporting in writing to the school board any cases involving student suspension, including the specific nature of the concern and the duration of the suspension.

g. Enforcing this discipline plan within the current provincial laws.

The parent is responsible for:

1.  Reviewing school discipline rules and regulations with children to ensure that all are familiar with, and understand the standards of conduct expected at the school.

2. Cooperating with the classroom teacher and the principal in carrying out appropriate disciplinary action when such action is deemed necessary.

3. Reinforcing at home the behaviors, which are suitable for school.

4. Working with the principal and teachers in seeking our appropriate community agencies for assistance in correcting the misbehavior of a student.

5. Providing feedback to the principal on the policy.

Behaviour Guidance is a shared responsibility:

It is to our collective advantage to develop self-disciplined individuals.

Student Rights and Responsibilities

As a member of the Holy Cross School community:

1. I have a right to an education …

Therefore, it is my responsibility to:

· Listen, learn, practice, complete school assignments, and accept assistance when required 

· Not disturb or interfere with the instruction of my teachers and/or the learning of fellow      students.

It is a student’s responsibility, according to the School Act (section 12), to comply with the following code of conduct:

a. Be diligent in pursuing his/her studies

b. Attend school regularly and punctually

c. Cooperate fully with everyone authorized by the board to provide education programs and other services

d. Comply with the rules of the school

e. Account to his/her teachers for his/her conduct

f. Respect the rights of others

2. I have a right to be treated with dignity and respect in school. Therefore it is my responsibility to:

· Treat others with dignity and respect

3. I have the right to be safe and secure in this school.

Therefore, I have a responsibility to:

· Behave in such a way that others are safe

· Keep our community free from violence, roughness, bullying, threats, harassment or intimidation of any kind

· Keep our school free from dangerous materials

4. I have a right to express myself appropriately and to be listened to.

Therefore, I have a responsibility to:

· Speak respectfully

· Be a good listener

· Accept, tolerate and encourage differences among people

5. I have a right to a clean and healthy school community.

Therefore, I have a responsibility to:

· Look after my own belongings and respect those of others

· Have indoor and outdoor shoes and use the garbage cans

· Keep our school free from vandalism

· Keep our school free from drugs and alcohol

Consequences:

In our behavior response plan, we will make every effort to provide students with positive consequences for appropriate behavior.  This will include formal recognition at school assemblies for ongoing, consistent appropriate behavior.  It could also be a quick phone call home expressing our appreciation.  It could be a simple congratulatory comment to the student in any given situation or a student is given special classroom privileges.

We use logical consequences as much as possible.  For example, if a child persists in littering, he/she will be asked to do clean up.  Misbehavior could also result in a number of other consequences including: manual work, detentions, withdrawal from school teams, loss of school privileges like school dances and other special functions, and suspension – both in school and out of school.  Combinations of types of offences may result in more serious consequences.  In extreme cases, the school board may even expel.

Holy Cross Catholic School

School-Wide Behaviour Guide
Guiding Principles:

· What would Jesus do? As a Faith- based Catholic Community we foster within our students the expectation to model our behaviour in the Light of Christ.
· Our entire behaviour response process is designed to be an instrument of success & inclusion in keeping with the principles of our Catholic Faith.
· Be clear about behavioural expectations and what success looks like.
· Be fair, reasonable, and consistent with responses and/or consequences (Fair is NOT always Equal).
· Pre-correct for anticipated behaviours and/or rule violations.
· Respect the uniqueness of each student, each incident, and each set of circumstances.
Minor Infractions:
Minors are handled by the attending staff member.

Chronic minors will result in a referral to the school administration.
Infrequent Errors:

· Remind students of the expected behaviour and why the expectation exists.

· Be specific. Communicate what was observed.

· Help students identify possible replacement behaviour(s) to avoid future errors.

Chronic Errors:

· Chronic is defined as regular, repeated, and frequent behaviours occurring a minimum of 3 times over a 2 week period.

· Seek input/guidance from colleagues, school team, counsellors, and/or administration.

· Contact the parent to discuss the inappropriate behaviour(s) and resolution. A parental discussion is required prior to a referral to administration.

· Referrals to Administration for Minors must be done through our web-based referral system.

· Document incidents, responses, etc. 

Major Infractions:
Major behaviours will result in an immediate referral to the school administration.

Any Occurrence:

· Referral to Administration

· Referrals to Administration for Major behaviours do not require a web-based referral as administration will complete one.

· Depending on the infraction, possible action may include one or more of the following: Warning, Parent Contact/Conference, Detention, Counselling Referral, Student Conference, In-School Suspension, and/or Out-of-School Suspension.

Holy Cross Catholic School

School-Wide Behaviour Plan
Minors:
Minor behaviours are handled by the attending staff member.

Chronic minor behaviours will result in a referral to the school administration.

	· Not Prepared for class

	· Dress code violation


	· Arriving late for class
	· Negative attitude

	· Inappropriate language
	· Disruptive behaviours

	· Littering/making a mess
	· Not listening to staff and/or announcements

	· Inappropriate touching, shoving, getting in the space of others
	· Too loud in classrooms, hallways, foyer, etc.

	· Off task behaviour
	· Minor vandalism (e.g. writing on desks)

	· Teasing, rough-housing
	· Homework not complete

	· Homework not complete

	· Dress code violation



Majors:
Major behaviours will result in an immediate referral to the administration.
	· Violent  behaviour
	· Discrimination

	· Fighting/physical aggression
	· Bus misconduct

	· Defiance 
	· Weapons

	· Off school property
	· Theft



	· Vandalism
	· Non-emergency fire alarm/911

	· Skipping class
	· Sexual behaviour/harassment

	· Smoking or smoking related
	· Inappropriate representation of school

	· Drugs/Alcohol
	


GENERAL SCHOOL EXPECTATIONS:

The staff at Holy Cross School believes that to provide classroom and school conditions that will make effective learning possible and to develop in every student the capacity for intelligent self-control, good discipline is a priority requirement at Holy Cross School.
The following regulations apply to all students at Holy Cross School:

1. Students are expected to conduct themselves in a responsible, courteous and Christian manner while in or out of class.  Disruptive behavior that interferes with the education of others is totally unacceptable.

2. Students are expected to refrain from profane language, ridicule of others, or making comments that show poor attitude towards fellow students, staff members and guests in the school.

3. Students are expected to make every effort to fulfill their academic responsibilities.  Laziness or blatant refusal by the student to complete assignments will be considered unacceptable conduct.

4. Students are expected to be in school and in classes on time.  Tardiness will be dealt with according to the severity of the problem.

5. Students are expected to attend school regularly.  It has been shown that regular attendance in class is one of the most important contributing factors to student learning.  Parents are expected to contact the school early in the morning for an excused absence.

6. Students entering the school are expected to remove wet or soiled footwear upon entering the building, and put on suitable footwear for use inside the school.

7. Students are expected to display proper manners and courtesy while eating their lunches, and to follow the lunchtime rules. They are expected to clean up their areas and exit the building quickly and quietly for the lunch recess.

8. Students leaving the school premises for the lunch recess are expected to be off the school grounds five minutes after the bell for lunch until five minutes before the bell rings again for afternoon studies.

9. Students are not permitted to smoke on school property.

10. Students are expected to dress in a manner which contributes to the Catholic school values and atmosphere rather than distracting from learning.  Student clothing should be neat and clean and suitable to the activity within the school.  Students, who wear inappropriate dress, including short-shorts and bare midriffs, tank tops, T-shirts or buttons with crude or vulgar sayings, beer logos or obscene pictures, will be asked to change.  Hats and jackets are outdoor clothing.  You will be asked to remove them.

11. Students are expected to stop and stand at attention during the playing of “O Canada”.

12. Students who ride the bus are expected to follow the rules and regulations outlined by the bus driver.

Classroom Expectations:

Each classroom will devise its own set of class expectations, which are appropriate to the grade level.  These expectations should be consistent with the school expectations and allow students and teachers to do their jobs. All expectations should be accompanied by appropriate consequences.

Playground Expectations:

Students are expected to:

1. Use the playground equipment appropriately.

2. Play safe games that will not harm or potentially endanger oneself or others.  

3. Respect the rights of participants in organized games and not disrupt the activity.

4. Gather and play in the designated playground areas.  Do not play on the parking lot or on the snow hill in winter.

5. Go outside unless the weather is extreme.  The teacher on supervision will make the decision for an inside recess.  Please be sure to dress appropriately so that you can be comfortable staying outside for the required time.

6. Enter the school in an organized manner.  Pushing to get in may result in someone getting seriously hurt.

7. Be cooperative with all adults on supervision.

Absentees: 

The following are acceptable reasons for being absent from classes:

1. Illness

2. Compassionate leave or celebrations related to immediate family

3. Medically related reasons

4. School representative at an outside school event. 

In order to ensure safety of students at all times during school operational days, we request that if your son or daughter is sick or has a medical appointment, please phone the school in the morning to report the absence, or leave a message, including the reason for the absence on our answering machine.  If we have not heard from the parents, we will phone you to check on absences.  Please assist us by always phoning when you know your child will be absent from school.  

Lates

It is extremely important for all students to be on time for all classes.  If a student arrives late to school, he/she must report to the office to receive a late slip before being admitted to class.  If lateness becomes a problem and interferes with student learning, then an action plan involving a parent conference will be held.  Chronic lates will result in a letter home and/ or a parent conference.
Students Leaving School

It is extremely important for any student leaving the school for any reason, to make sure that the student’s parent signs the student out at the office. If this is not possible then the parent must call the school stating the reason for the student’s early dismissal.  Students are not permitted to sign themselves out.  It is imperative that someone in the office speaks directly to a parent if permission to leave the school is granted.

Hallway Behavior

Students moving through the hallways are expected to:

1. Behave in a considerate and quiet manner respecting the rights of others

2. WALK through the halls

3. Use proper and appropriate language

4. Use garbage containers for litter 

Students should also ensure that they have all the materials required for classes, as they will not be permitted to return to their lockers during class or between classes.

Missed Exams

Students who miss exams during the year are required to write the exam on the first day they attend school following the absence or at a time that the teacher designates.  The exam is written at the discretion of the teacher, usually during the noon hour or after school.

Cold Weather

Only in very rainy or cold conditions will students be allowed to stay inside during the recess breaks or be allowed into school earlier than 8:40 a.m.  The decision to have indoor recesses or to allow children inside the school early will be made after taking into account wind chill, temperature and precipitation.  Parents who would like their children to remain inside at noon or recess, due to medical reasons, are asked to provide a written note to the classroom teacher.  Please ensure that your children are dressed appropriately for the weather.

School Supplies

Students in grades 1 through 8 are required to purchase their own school supplies in keeping with the requirements of the teachers.  A common list of supplies for all students who attend Holy Cross will be provided at the start of the year at school and will also be posted at all stores selling school supplies.  Students must have appropriate footwear and gym clothing for participation in Physical Education classes.  PLEASE NOTE:  Skateboard shoes are not appropriate for Phys. Ed classes.
Textbook Rental Fees

Our district supplies textbooks to students on a rental basis with a requirement to pay a textbook rental fee.  Parents will be advised of the new 2009-2010 school year textbook fees in September.  Textbook rental fees can be paid in the school office and are due by the end of September.  Students in grades 5 to 8 must have a school lock on their locker.  Only locks rented from the school will be permitted on hall lockers.  These locks are provided, for a cost of $5.00.  Students are required to hand in their locks at the end of the year, or they will be charged $5.00 per lock (our cost).  Students are required to keep their locker in excellent condition and will be expected to pay for any damage or defacing done to their locker.  According to Board Policy #330, students who damage or lose school property, whether willfully or through neglect, will be required to pay for repair or replacement.  Students are expected to return books in the same condition as when they received them, otherwise students will be expected to pay the replacement cost of the book.
Newsletters

School information will be sent home in newsletters periodically.  If you would prefer to receive newsletters electronically, please advise the office of your e-mail address. 

Microwaves

Due to issues involving liability, Holy Cross School does not have microwaves for student use in classrooms for Grades K-7.  Two Microwaves are available for Grade 8 students, but only in our Gathering area during lunch and they are for their use only! It is not permissible for Grade 8 students to heat siblings’ lunches or other younger student’s as there is not enough time or supervision. The Canteen microwaves are not available to heat lunches for anything other than what is purchased.

Footwear Policy

All students are required to have an indoor pair of shoes, which will be worn indoors only.  The outdoor footwear is to be removed at the entrance bootrooms.  Clean indoor shoes will ensure the cleanliness of the school.  No black-soled scuffing shoes are permitted indoors.  Please check the shoes before sending them to school.  Students are also asked to ensure that their name is written on the inside of their shoes and boots.

Telephone

There is a student telephone located in the gathering area, which is available for student use during breaks at recess and noon hour.  Students are not permitted to use the telephone during instructional time unless authorized by a teacher.  Students are not to use any services from this phone, which incur costs (i.e. directory assistance).  Students will not be paged to come to the office telephone during instructional time.  The school secretaries will only take messages of the utmost importance.  Phone calls will not be transferred to the classrooms unless in an emergency situation.  Please try to make all arrangements with your child before school.  
Cell Phones
Cell phones and other electronic devices such as games, Tamagotchis and iPods are not permitted in school.  We have found such devices to be a distraction in the classroom and are a deterrent to learning.  
Canteen

Our school operates a canteen at lunchtime for students and staff.  A variety of foods which are in line with the Canada Food Guide are available.  This list includes subs, wraps, grilled cheese, salad, vegetables, fruit and milk, along with other items are available for purchase.  Price lists are on order form envelopes which are available from the canteen.  Students in grades K to 6 pre-order and must be brought to the canteen before 10:00 am.  Junior High students are served at the counter.  The first day for canteen will be August 31, 2009.
Lunch Arrangements

Students are encouraged to go home for lunch wherever possible as long as the Holy Cross Closed Campus Policy is followed.  In keeping with Board Policy, students may eat lunch at school if: 

a) They travel to school by bus

b) The temperature outside at 8:00 a.m. is colder than –25C

c) They live outside a designated area, as approved by the Board

d) Special arrangements have been made previously between parents and principal

Under the Alberta School Act, students attending school become the responsibility of the school principal during school hours.  The principal is responsible to provide a secure, safe environment for students during this time.  At lunchtime if students have parental written permission to leave the school grounds or are picked up by parents the legal responsibility for the child’s safety rests with the parents.  The only reason to leave the school grounds is to go home for lunch with parental permission.  Junior high school students staying for lunch will eat in their classrooms.  Students are expected to clean up after themselves and respect the facility.  Failure to live up to conduct expectations will result in junior high students being asked to eat lunch at home or have parents make other arrangements.
Illness and Medication

If your child is ill, he/she should remain at home as it is unfair to both students and staff to send him/her to school.  A Public Health nurse is available to us at the school on a request basis and may be consulted by parents as needed for information or concerns.
School Board Policy # 312 states that non-prescription drugs will not be kept in the school by staff or students and will not be administered to students (i.e. Tylenol, Aspirin, etc.).  The principal, only upon written notification by the parent, will ensure the supervision of the administering of prescription medication.  Such medication is to be kept securely locked up in the school office and will only be administered once a parent or guardian completes the appropriate Permission to Administer Medication forms.

Bus Policy

Riding a school bus is a privilege as well as a necessary service.  While riding a bus all students are expected to sit quietly and obey the driver and all rules/guidelines he or she has communicated and set out.  It is important to follow all the rules at all times to ensure a safe and enjoyable ride for all.  Should a misconduct report be made to the school from First Student Buses or a County Bus Driver about a student’s misbehavior, the following are steps of action, which will be taken:

1.    First misconduct Report,

        a) Student and the Vice Principal will discuss what occurred, how their actions affected    

               others who ride the bus, a plan of action for the future about how they will act on the bus.

        b) A letter will be sent home informing parents that their child was misbehaving on the

 bus and a first warning towards being suspended will be issued.  The misconduct

 report from the bus driver will also be attached.

2.
Second misconduct report, Step 1 will be repeated.  Student and parents will be informed that student has now received second and final warning.  The next time the student misbehaves while riding the bus, they will be suspended from riding the bus for five days and parents will become responsible for getting their child to school. 

3.   Third report, student is informed they are suspended from riding the bus and parents will be                                                                                                        phoned and a letter will also be sent to them, RE:  misbehavior.  Parents now become responsible for transporting their child to school on time and to pick them up after school.

After the third letter, a student will be denied the privilege of riding the bus for extended periods of time depending on the seriousness of the incident.  The school principal will determine the length of the suspension.  At this point, if subsequent misbehavior continues, recommendations will be made to the School Board for permanent suspension of bus privileges due the misbehavior, creating a very unsafe bus ride for all who are on the bus. 
Bus Passes

Bus services are provided to our students by Cardinal Buses both within and outside of the city of Grande Prairie.  Each student riding the bus is expected to have a bus pass with him or her as they ride.  Passes are provided free of charge to all students living more than 2.4 km from the school and live within the school boundaries.  Otherwise, passes are sold by Cardinal Buses, at a cost of approximately $ 32.00 per month.  If a student loses their Bus Pass, one may be purchased at the office for $ 5.25.  Students are required to behave according to the standards set by the School Act and the bus driver to ensure safety of all passengers.  If behavioral problems occur on the bus it is the responsibility of the principal to deal with the situation.  Warnings will be followed by withdrawal of the bus pass in severe situations.  

Bus Lane

On the west side of the school, there is a bus pick-up lane.  Please do not park in this zone at any time or leave your vehicle unattended, as it may prevent access by buses.  If you need to park,
please use the parking lot on the south side of the building.  Students waiting for the bus are asked to stand well back from the curb for their own safety and to avoid any horseplay in this area.
Smoking
Smoking is prohibited for everyone while on school property or in the school building.  In addition, students are not permitted to smoke while taking part in any school-related activities.  Students in violation of this policy of the Board will be suspended from school.  Holy Cross School students who do smoke are not permitted to smoke within sight of the school.
Alcohol and Drugs

The use of alcohol or drugs by students at school or at school-sponsored activities will not be tolerated.  Students found in possession of or under the influence of alcohol or drugs will be suspended from school and appropriate legal action may be taken.

What a Junior High Student Can Expect in any Course

An outline of course objectives, course content as well as a description of the evaluation procedures and student expectations will be given to each student for each course they take.  Students should expect:

A) Evaluation will take into account tests, quizzes and class work.

B) When absent, it is a student’s responsibility to approach their teachers to see when they can get the assignment or to complete a test.

Report Cards and Parent-Teacher Conferences

The school year is divided into three reporting periods for both elementary and junior high students.  Report cards will be issued on November 13, February 26, and June 28.

Parent-Teacher Conferences will be held after the first and second reporting periods.  The scheduled times and dates are from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. on Monday, November 16 and from 
3:30 – 6:30 pm Wednesday, November 18, and then again on Tuesday, March 2 and Wednesday, March 3.  Parents of elementary school students will have a prearranged time booked with the teachers.  For Junior High students,   schedules for each teacher will be set up in Duo-tangs and placed on a table just outside the office the week prior to the conference nights.  Parents are required to book times with the teachers they would like to confer with and meet with them at their scheduled time during the Parent Teacher Conferences.
Staff Meetings

The School Board allows for dismissal of students one block early on the first teaching Monday of each month for staff meetings.  Students will be dismissed at 2:35 p.m. on these days.

Lost and Found
Any articles found should be placed in the Lost and Found container, which is in the Gathering Area.  These items will be removed at the end of each month from the container, put on display and then donated to a local charity.  The school is not responsible for items left in the school.  Students need to be responsible for claiming their lost items on time.
Student Privileges and Responsibilities in the Library

The library is a quiet place to do research with books or the use of technology, and to study.  The Librarian will assist students who wish to find materials and resources
1. Most books may be taken out for one week and also may be renewed up to three times if someone else is not requiring the resource.

2. Students with overdue books may only sign out new book(s) when overdue books are returned and the fine is paid.  A fine of five cents a day is levied for each overdue book per day.

3. Students in grades K-3 may have up to three books.  Grades 4-6 students can take up to five books, and grade 7-8 students can have up to ten books, including their textbooks.

4. Permission slips are required for students to enter the library during the noon hour break.

5. Encyclopedias, reference books and vertical files are allowed out of the library for classroom use only.

6. Food and drink are not allowed in the library at any time.

Change of Residence or Telephone Number

Parents are asked to advise the office of any changes such as address, contact people and/or telephone number. In an emergency, up to date addresses, phone numbers and contact people are very important.

Personal Belongings

The school, the School Board or its insurers cannot take the responsibility for valuables lost, stolen or damaged on school property.  Recognize that lockers are not the securest of places.  Keep your lock combinations to yourself.  Please do not bring valuables to school.

Counselling Services

An on-call counselor is available to students.  If students wish to see the counselor, please make an appointment.  Students may also be referred to the counsellor if their teacher(s) is/are seeing inappropriate or irregular behavior.  

School Property

Holy Cross School is a reflection of its students.  The appearance of the school and grounds depends on the students.  Please respect all school property and treat it as your own.  Students who deliberately damage school property will be charged for such damages.  Please note that parents are ultimately held responsible for damage caused by their own children.

