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Pre-School (Montessori) Information
   March 2010
Mother Teresa Catholic School is the home of the Grande Prairie & District Catholic’s Catholic Faith-based Montessori Pre-School Program!
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What is the Montessori Method?
Montessori is an approach to education with the fundamental belief that a student learns best within a social environment that supports and respects each child's unique development. Activities promote the development of social skills, emotional growth, physical coordination and cognitive preparation.

The Montessori Method is a scientifically designed method to develop the whole personality of the child, at his own natural rate of progress, and thus free his potential for self-development within a prepared environment. The Montessori Method places no restrictions on the child's ability and provides manual and physical activity through use of concrete and abstract experiences to help him gain mastery of himself and his environment. The child is allowed to explore the world through his various senses with the material provided.
Through the use of a wide range of didactic materials, varied activities reflecting all aspects of the child's development, everything is aesthetically pleasing and geared to the child's size, needs, and interests.

Lessons allow the child to gain self-confidence and self-mastery through the successful completion of work that is meaningful to them. Dr. Montessori thought that self-education was of the greatest value and that to be in control on one's self the ultimate achievement. The Montessori Pre-School employs certified Montessori teachers, with early childhood education and child psychology. 

The Montessori Method is:
· child-directed 

· individualized for each child
· hands-on with quality tactile materials (i.e. wooden blocks, trains)
· a process of exploration and discovery 

· focussed on nurturing a natural curiosity and love of learning in a social environment.

We also promise to help your family nurture your child’s faith to help build a better world!
Montessori Pre-School (Ages 4-5)
There are two possible options for a faith-based Montessori pre-school, which runs two days a week for three hours per session. If there are additional demands for additional programming (including afternoon programming) we will examine those options as well.

· Tuesday/Thursday mornings (4 and 5 year old program). This program will be filled first.


· Monday/ Wednesday mornings (4 and 5 year old program).


Full-day preschool is also an option. The cost for the half-day program is $50 for registration, $100 for a one-time materials fee. A monthly fee of $175 is also charged for the half-day program.
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The Pre-School Program is Divided into Three Areas:
The Practical Life Exercises, the beginning activities fro all three and four year olds;
The Sensory Materials, which are used for all ages in the class; and
The Academic Materials, which are presented as each child’s moment of interest in reading, arithmetic, and geography is awakened.
Other information

Does my child need to be toilet trained?
Yes, all children enrolling in the pre-school Montessori program must be toilet trained.  

Can I go on a waiting list if a program is full?

Often our programs fill quite quickly.  When this happens you have the option of placing your child on the waiting list for that program.  If a space becomes available we will fill the space from the waiting list.  Please ensure that you leave a phone number where you can be reached during regular business hours Monday through Friday.  We will move to the next person on the waiting list if we have been unable to make contact after a few attempts, particularly when the start date is imminent.  If a program is enrolled in after the session has begun the cost will be pro-rated to the number of days left.

What if my child becomes sick?

In the event a child becomes ill at the Montessori Pre-School, parent(s) will be contacted to pick up the child

What is the cost and How do i pay?

Tuition is an annual fee, divided into 10 equal payments. It is payable on the first day of each month by post-dated cheques. A two (2.0%) percent discount will apply if tuition is paid in full by September 15.
what if i withdraw my child?

A parent wishing to withdraw a child before the end of a school year agrees to provide the school with written notice one month in advance. Fees will be refunded based on a pro-rated basis minus a $25 dollar administration fee.

Can my child be withdrawn from the program?

In a few cases a child’s attendance may be deemed not to be in the best interest of the Montessori program, a withdrawal notice will be given to the parent(s) by the Montessori Pre-School and the remaining tuition will be refunded.

What Safety procedures do you have in place?

We include a number of routine safety precautions including sign-in/sign-out and pick up procedures, locked classrooms, Fire Drills.  You will be asked for Emergency Contact names and phone numbers and any necessary medical information (such as severe allergies).  We request that no peanut or tree nut products be brought to the classrooms.  We encourage parents/guardians to speak with our instructors about any safety concerns.
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