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We will provide a quality Catholic Education which meets the needs of each student and inspires all to live life to their full potential as caring and component citizens and Apostles of Christ.  
) (
The Montessori Method
 
Montessori is an educational philosophy that was founded by Maria Montessori in the early 1900’s. Her belief was that children before the age of six are similar in nature to sponges. They are able to absorb, with little effort, concepts and ideas from their environment. She therefore believed that it is of paramount importance to have an environment that is carefully prepared to aid the child in learning to their full capacity.  The Montessori classroom is a carefully prepared environment where children learn using materials selected by the teacher to help the child absorb the concepts of language, numeracy, and culture.
Maria Montessori felt that children needed to have independence and control over their own learning environment whenever possible. 
The Montessori preschool classroom is like a "living room" for children. Children choose their work from among the self-correcting materials displayed on open shelves, and they work in specific work areas. Over a period of time, the children develop into a "normalized community," working with high concentration and few interruptions. In the Montessori preschool, academic competency is a means to an end, and the 
manipulatives
 are viewed
 as
 "materials for development."
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Grande Prairie & District Catholic Schools 
9902-101 Street
Grande Prairie, Alberta 
T8V 2P4
Phone: (780) 532-3013 
Fax: (780) 532-3430
Toll Free: 1-800-661-2568 (Within Alberta
)
E-mail: 
cec@gpcsd.ca
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Montessori Pre
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The children learn from one another and throw themselves into the work with enthusiasm and delight. This atmosphere of quiet activity develops a fellow-feeling, and attitude of mutual –
aid,
 and, most wonderful of all, an intelligent interest on the part of the older children in the progress of their little companions.”
-Maria Montessori
) (
The Grande Prairie Catholic Montessori Program offers the Alberta Education Program of Studies through a Montessori approach to learning.
) (
Grande Prairie & District Catholic Schools is proud to offer an alternative program that develops independence and encourages self directed learning with our young students.
Our Montessori program features:
The Montessori approach integrated with a 
quality 
Catholic education 
Children ages 3 through 5 working together
Sensory rich environment with hands on materials 
Long blocks of uninterrupted, student directed work time 
Individualized curriculum 
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Additional features of our program include
:
The children choose what they will work with
Activities and materials encourages self discipline
Socialization is key creating a classroom community 
Children teach themselves through the materials and working with others 
Children are the center of the environment with the teacher being secondary 
Repetition results in learning 
Activities that encourage students to self correct 
Carefully prepared environment supports learning 
Activities may include Practical Life, Sensorial, Mathematics, Culture and Science
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