Socratic Seminar Questions (High School)

Interpretation
1.  What is the main idea or underlying value in the text?
2. What is the author’s purpose or perspective?
3. What does (a particular phrase) mean?
4. What might be a good title for a text?
5. What is the most important word/sentence/paragraph?
Discussion
1.  Who has a different perspective?]
2. Where can you find evidence for that in the text?
3. Can you clarify what you mean by……?
4. How does that relate to what (someone else) said?
5. Is there something in the text that is unclear to you?
6. Has anyone changed their mind?
Closing Questions
1.  How do the ideas in the text relate to our lives?  What do they mean for us personally?
2. Why is this material important?
3. Is it right that…?  Do you agree with the author?
Debriefing Questions
1.  Do you feel like you understand the text at a deeper lever?
2. Did you achieve your goals to participate?
3. What was one thing you noticed about the seminar?

