Completing a Writing Assessment Using the 6 Traits Rubrics 
Writing assessments should be taken at least twice each school year (preferably September and May). 
Some Tips on Getting Started

-choose a picture prompt that you would like your students to write from (if possible, look back at the prompts your students have already seen to prevent repetition; although if this happens, it is alright) 
-I have a variety of prompts if you need some 

-prepare a writing package for each student that includes: 


-a copy of the prompt


-a planning page (attached)


-lined paper 
-plan to administer the writing assessment over about 1 1/2 hours depending on the grade 
-if you are teaching an achievement exam year and have students who will be using a scribe for the achievement exam, they should be provided with a scribe for this assessment (in fact, they must use a scribe throughout the year if they will use one for the PAT) 
-copy a 6 trait writing rubric for each of your students (attached) 
Step 1: Administer the Assessment  

-We are following the same steps as those in the Provincial Exam Writing component 
a. Show students the picture prompt

b. Give students 10 minutes to work in a group or with a partner to brainstorm ideas

c. Give students 10 minutes to plan their story (they may use the Planning sheet) 

d. Give students a set time to complete their stories 
-in grade 3, the PAT suggests 50 minutes with an additional 30 minutes if needed

-in Grade 6, the PAT suggests 70 minutes for narrative writing and 40 minutes for functional writing 

-whatever time limit you plan to use, ensure that you use the same amount for the assessment in September and in May (e.g.: if you give students 30 minutes to write in September, give them 30 minutes to write in May) 
Step 2: Grade the Assessments  

-use the rubric for you grade to mark the students writing 

-record the student’s results on the student profile sheet and the class profile sheet (attached) 
Do your planning on this page.

