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Early Reading Intervention (ERI)

In Grande Prairie and District Catholic Schools, and in your child’s school in particular, teachers and teacher assistants have been trained and are currently using a method for teaching reading to emergent (beginning) readers.  The program is called Early Reading Intervention (ERI).  It is designed to help young children who are experiencing some difficulty with the very complex task of reading in order that they may become confident in early reading strategies and skills, and become independent and fluent readers.  ERI is based on extensive research in early literacy.  In our district, we have been involved in ERI since 1998 with a great deal of success for our early readers.  

Early Reading Intervention is specifically designed to help young children who seem to be experiencing difficulty in their first year of reading instruction (grade 1).  Children who are in grade 2 may also, at times, be involved in the ERI program depending on their individual needs.  Children may experience difficulty in learning to read for many reasons some of which include the following:

· Learning to read is a very complex process

· Some children may lack the extensive experience with print required to learn to read

· Some students may have difficulty “breaking the code”, that is, making the transference from oral language to reading print

· Some students may have a more passive learning style and need more direct and specific instruction with print

· Some children may not perceive themselves as a “reader” and need more opportunity in smaller steps in order to see success

This program assists in addressing the young reader’s needs in several ways.  

ERI is a daily program in which child and ERI instructor work together for approximately 30 minutes.  It is an intensive program that targets the child’s individual needs, and it typically occurs over a relatively short period of time (14 to 20 weeks).  The Early Literacy instructor sits side by side with the child every day and they work together to try to “break the code”.   It is designed so that instruction is linked to observation of child’s need on a daily basis, therefore, the child progresses according to his or her needs. 

The ERI program is intended to complement, not replace, the quality language arts instruction that is happening in your child’s classroom.  Teachers and ERI teacher assistants will be working together to ensure that children involved in ERI will receive the full benefits from the classroom and the short early literacy intervention period.  

Choosing students for involvement in ERI

Classroom teachers decide which students will most benefit from the program at any given time in the year.  The classroom teacher and ERI teacher assistant work together to collect observations and assessment data with children as they read and write.  The type of information which helps your child’s teacher know how to best help each student is information such as the following:

· Letter and sound knowledge

· Word identification (sight words)

· Book knowledge and ideas about how print works

· Writing vocabulary

· Hearing sounds in words (phonemic knowledge)

· Rhyming words

· Ability to put words together and take them apart according to the sounds heard in the words

Reading leveled books

Early Reading Intervention is designed so that a child is reading at his/her instructional level everyday.  This means that the child is reading a book containing words and content that is engaging and challenging, but at a level in which he or she can be successful.  If the book is too difficult (at a frustration level), the child may give up and choose not to read.  If the book is too easy (independent level), the child will not be challenged enough to progress.  Children in ERI re-read familiar books everyday and are introduced to a new book everyday.  When the child demonstrates that he/she can read at a given level independently, they are moved up to the next level.  Books for the ERI program are leveled from 0 to 16 at the grade one level.  If a child can read a  level 16 book independently and with comprehension, he or she has demonstrated those independent reading skills that would be considered competent for a grade one level student. 

Working with Sentences

The child is writing a sentence he or she has created every day and is able to work with that sentence in order to ensure it makes sense and can be read.  The focus here is to help the child represent his or her ideas in print.  The child will also work with a copy of the sentence that is cut up in order to work with concepts such as word order and sentence structure.  A copy of the sentence will be sent home with the child so that parents and children can read the sentence together.  

Working with Words

The child will also spend time working with words everyday.  Depending on the child’s needs, he/she will be working with alphabet sounds and letters, reading words in isolation, learning how to make new words out of familiar words, learning how to break apart words into their component parts, learning to hear and represent (write) the sounds heard in words, learning how to with word endings such as ‘ing’ and ‘ed’.  

Parental Involvement

Parental involvement and support of the ERI program is essential for child success.  Parents are asked to listen to their child read a small book that is sent home with the child every day.  Parents are asked to help the child put together the sentence the child has written in school and brought home.  Research has shown that this daily parental involvement and practice is crucial to the success of the program.  Parents are encouraged to seek assistance from the school and be open to ideas in order to promote literacy in the home.  Parents are welcome to observe some lessons and learn more about the ERI program and how to support their child.  

Exiting the ERI Program

Your child’s classroom teacher determines which child enters and exits the ERI program and when that will occur.  Some children progress very rapidly and will complete the program expectations in less the 14 weeks.  Some children need a second opportunity to be in the program.  And some children will be recommended for continued early literacy intervention in the grade 2 program when they move into grade 2.  Regardless of the situation, the focus of the Early Literacy program is always to meet your child’s needs in the best way possible given the resources that are available at your child’s school.  

It is critical to your child’s success that we work in partnership to improve your child’s literacy experiences both at school and in the home.  If you require more information, if you would like to observe an ERI lesson, or have some questions that need to be answered, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s teacher.  

Thank you and we look forward to working with you to help your child be a successful reader and writer. 
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