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Dear  ____________________________________________     Date  ____________________________

____________________________________________ has been chosen to participate in the Developing Independent Readers Program at our school.

The Developing Independent Readers (D.I.R.) Program is designed to help struggling readers become successful in developing the skills and strategies necessary for early reading success.  Your child will receive small group instruction approximately 30 minutes, four or five days each week.  The D.I.R. initiative will continue for up to 34 weeks or until your child reaches grade level targets in reading.  The time will be spent with a trained instructor in the following ways:

	· Reading quality literature at an appropriate instructional level
· Learning strategies to successfully decode words
	· Learning strategies to successfully comprehend what is read
· Engaging all modes of learning - visual, auditory, and kinesthetic to learn major sound units (phonemes) in English language


Parental support is essential for your child's success in this program.  Please assist your child each night by:

· Having your child read his/her storybook aloud.  Give him/her any unfamiliar or forgotten words. 

 Return the book the next day.

· Asking him/her questions about the story being read.

· Praising and encouraging him/her as often as possible.
Any data collected in D.I.R. will be used to support Grande Prairie and District Catholic Schools on-going desire to implement and evaluate effective literacy intervention programs and may be presented to the Board of Trustees.  Please note that no reference to specific children will be made without prior parental permission being sought.  If you have any questions regarding the use of data, please contact our principal or our school’s Classroom Support Teacher. 
Please contact me at ________________________________ with any questions or concerns you may have regarding the Developing Independent Readers Program.  I look forward to working with you and your child.

Sincerely,


_________________________________

Classroom Teacher
GRANDE PRAIRIE AND DISTRICT CATHOLIC SCHOOLS


Catholic Education Centre


9902-101 Street


Grande Prairie, Alberta


T8V 2P5


Telephone: 532-3013		Fax: 532-3430
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