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 PLACEMENT OF STUDENTS IN KNOWLEDGE AND EMPLOYABILITY COURSES  
Students benefit most when their needs and their education plans are appropriately matched. School personnel and parents should consider the following as guidelines when determining the suitability of students for enrollment in one or more Knowledge and Employability courses. 

Enrollment of a student in Knowledge and Employability courses must include 

consultation with, and the informed written consent of, parents/guardians and the 

student. 
GUIDELINES 
	Learner 

Achievement 

Performance 

and Assessment 
Students may: 


	Students may: 

• have a history of low achievement, e.g., have a grade level 

achievement 2–3 years below their peers, in core academic subject 

areas as evidenced in such records as anecdotal reports, teacher 

observations and documentation, analysis of student work, rating 

scales, checklists, earlier Individual Program Plans and achievement 

test results in grades 3 and 6 
• have basic literacy levels, especially in reading, writing and 

mathematics as documented from standardized testing results, fall well 

below those of their age peers but not below a Grade 4 level 
• have a recent individual psychological assessment that indicates a low 

average I.Q. 



	The Learning 

Environment
	Students may respond positively to:  

• clear and guided instruction 
• learning by doing (concrete, experiential learning opportunities) 
• instruction that is connected to everyday, work-related problems and/or 

personal experiences to which the student can relate  
• individualized reading development strategies to increase the student’s 

level of literacy 
• frequent and constructive feedback and incremental indications of 

success 
• relevant and meaningful connections to the community to enhance the 

transition from the school to the workplace 
• guidance in developing personal management, study skills and social 

and emotional strategies 
• a safe, caring and nurturing environment with clearly articulated 

boundaries and limitations. 


	Students with 

Special 

Education 

Needs 

	Students with special education needs may register in a Knowledge and 

Employability course. Students with special education needs will require 

an Individual Program Plan (IPP) and appropriate classroom 

accommodations; e.g., extra time, adaptive technology, scribe, teacher 

assistant support, differentiation of programs of study, modified 

assignments.  Knowledge and Employability courses are normally not 

appropriate for the student who: 

• has minimal English or is non-English speaking 
• has a reading level below Grade 4 and would best be served in a 

program of differentiated instruction that addresses reading 

deficiencies 
• would be served best in a Special Education placement (see Special 

Education Definitions – Code 51) 
• has a learning disability and an average or higher I.Q. (see Special 

Education Definitions – Code 54) 
• has primary problems that are behavioural / emotional (see Special 

Education Definitions – Code 42). 

Special Education Definitions can be found at the following Web site: 

http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/k_12/specialneeds/SpEdCodingCriteria05 

06.pdf. 
See also Standards for Psycho-educational Assessment (1994) by Special 

Education Branch available for purchase from the Learning Resources 

Centre at http://www.lrc.education.gov.ab.ca/pro/default.html. 
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