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Opening Prayer/Liturgy

District Administration Association Meeting

February 15, 2005

WE ARE CALLED

Come!  Live in the light!

Shine with the joy and the love of the Lord!

We are called to be light for the kingdom,

To live in the freedom of the city of God!

Chorus:

We are called to act with justice,

We are called to love tenderly,

We are called to serve one another,

To walk humbly with God.

Come!  Open your heart!

Show your mercy to all those in fear!

We are called to be hope for the hopeless,

So all hatred and blindness will be no more!

(Chorus)

Sing! Sing a new song!

Sing of that great day when all will be one!

God will reign, and we’ll walk with each other,

As sisters and brothers, united in love1

(Chorus)

Scripture Reading

John 4:7-15

A reading from the Gospel according to John.

The Word of the Lord

ALL:  Thanks be to God.
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Reflection

The Gospel asks us to consider our situation and experience – it reminds us to reflect on our own history.  This, we are told, enables us to evaluate our position and the response we should make to the call of God in our lives.  God’s call endures, God perseveres – can we see that we are called to do likewise?  We are invited to respond to God again and again, to repent our sings, never losing hope.  We are invited to learn that fidelity to God, while not an armor against misfortune, is a guiding presence that sustains us as we struggle to be faithful to our baptismal commitments.

RESPONSE:  Lord hear our prayer.

READER 1:  For the whole Church of Christ – may our parish and parishes everywhere, go out from their church buildings, reviving their baptismal vows, to show love and compassion, for all those they meet.

(Response)

READER 2:  For each of our schools today – may be we who share in the Lenten reflection put aside any complacency we may have and go from here to consecrate the places we go to and see Christ in the people we meet.

(Response)

READER 3:  For those who are marginalized in our world – may they pursue their rights with hope, and be led by the Spirit of God, and may we all be watchful, lest we ourselves be involved in suppressing others.

(Response)

READER 4:  For those weak in heart, mind, or spirit this Lenten season – may they have strong hope in God, who shows compassion to those who are lonely and weak.

(Response)

READER 5:  For ourselves – let us renew our Lenten resolution to prepare for Easter in our own staff, students and ourselves this season.

(Response)

AMEN
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