Closing Prayer for a Spring Day

Blessed are you, Lord,

for the glories of Spring.

The world bursts with

the signs of resurrection;

Flowers stir in their winter beds,

Poking through

the last traces of snow.

The sun drenches us with its warmth,

stirring the hidden and waiting life

Within the earth, within us.

The world awakening

Reflects the movement of my heart

And I am touched

in the depths of my spirit. 

At work is the power of your hands,

The Spirit of drawing life from things

both old and new.

To be praised are you, Lord

For the blessings of Spring.

· B. Arbour
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Opening Prayer/Liturgy – May 2006

SPIRIT OF LIFE

Opening Song

Lord, I Lift Your Name on High

Rick Founds

Lord, I lift your name on high

Lord, I love to sing your praises,

I’m so glad your in my life,

I’m so glad you came to save us

You came from heaven to earth

To show the way

From the earth to the cross

My debt to pay

From the cross to the grave

From the grave to the sky

Lord I lift your name on high

Lord, I lift your name on high

Lord, I love to sing your praises,

I’m so glad youre in my life,

I’m so glad you came to save us

A Time for New Beginnings

Life is a set of 

circumstances that

you can change,

improve, and make 

better day by day.

It’s your decision,

it’s in your hands …”

· B. Hall
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Scripture Reading

A Reading from the Gospel according to John.

Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of life;  whoever comes to me will never hunger, and whoever believes in me will never thirst.  Not that anyone has seen the Father except the one who is from God; he has seen the Father.  Amen, amen, I say to you, whoever believes has eternal life.  I am the bread of life.  Your ancestors ate manna in the desert, but they died; this is the bread that comes down from heaven so that one may eat it and not die.  I am the living bread that came down from heaven; whoever eats this bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give is my flesh for the life of the world.”

The Gospel of the Lord.

Our Father

LEADER:  Full of confidence in a God who hears all our spoken and unspoken petitions, let us pray together the prayer our Brother Jesus taught us.

LEADER:  Our Father

ALL:  Who are in the depths of our hearts, transforming its hollow emptiness into heaven on earth;

LEADER:  Hallowed be Thy Name

ALL:  Even in the death-like sentence of our ignorance and lack of faith;

LEADER:  They Kingdom Come

ALL:  In the very midst of our desolation;

LEADER:  Thy Will Be Done

ALL:  In us, for Thy will is our true life;

LEADER:  Give Us This Day Our Daily Bread

ALL:  For we are utterly dependent upon Your Divine Providence;

LEADER:  Forgive Us Our Trespasses

ALL:  Those which are ultimately but reason against Your love for us, and therefore treason against ourselves.

LEADER:  Deliver Us From Evil

ALL:  From the evil of centering our lives upon ourselves in order that we may learn that Thou art the centre of all, and that only in Thee can we find freedom worthy of the Children of God.

ALL:  For the kingdom, the power and the glory are Yours, now and forever.  AMEN
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