Closing Prayer

Strengthened and encouraged

by the spirit of this Lenten

liturgy, we go forth to take up

our daily tasks:  we hallow this time

by our daily prayer, by faith sharing,

by acts of penance.

Dear Christ, we look towards the

joy of Easter to sustain our communal and

personal efforts for renewal and transformation.

AMEN
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Opening Prayer/Liturgy – March 2006

OUR LENTEN JOURNEY

Opening Song

I Will Choose Christ

Tom Booth

Refrain:

I will choose Christ,

I will choose love,

I choose to serve.

I give my heart, I give my life,

I give my all to you.

How many times must he call my name

and show to me that he is God?

And as a servant he calls to me,

“You must serve too.”

Christ, my teacher and healer,

teach my heart and heal my soul.

And as I walk this road with you,

Teach me to love.

As I took upon your cross, 

so too must I die with you.

And with the death of my own desires,

I’ll rise with you.

Opening Prayer

As we enter into our Lenten journey, we are disciplined by penance to strengthen our spirituality and come to know that Lent is a time of the Lord’s favour, a time of conversion and growth.

As a Christian community, we embrace this time with a deep desire for conversion, a true longing for holiness, and a looking forward to the sacred days of Easter.

We make this prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord.

AMEN
        [image: image2.wmf]
Scripture Reading

Listen to the words from the Gospel of St. Mark:

Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to be seen by them:  for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven.  So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others.  Truly I tell you, they have received their reward.  But when you give alms, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your alms may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you … whenever you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you.  When you are praying, do not heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do:  for they think that they will be heard because of their many words.  Do not be like them, for your Father knows what you need before you ask Him.

The Gospel of the Lord.

ALL:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Prayers of the Faithful

RESPONSE:  Lord, hear our prayer.

READER:  For the whole Church of Christ – may Parishes everywhere, go out from their church buildings, reviving their Baptismal vows, to show love and compassion, for all the people they meet.

(Response)

READER:  For our community today – may we who share this Lenten celebration, put aside any complacency we have, and go out from here to consecrate the places we go to and to see Christ in the people we meet.

(Response)

READER:  For those who are marginalized in our world – may they pursue their rights with hope, and be led by the Spirit of God, and may we all be watchful, lest we suppress others.

(Response)

READER:  For the weak in heart, mind or spirit – may they have strong hope in God, who shows compassion to those who are lowly and weak.

(Response)

READER:  For ourselves – let us renew our Lenten resolution to prepare for Easter and for the celebration of this year.

(Response)
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