Easter People

Be with  us lord, as we continue 

our pilgrim journey as an 

Easter people.

Guide our footsteps with the light

of Easter faith,

That we make walk in your ways.

We ask this through Christ our Lord,

Who has risen from the dead.

Alleluia.

AMEN

- Donal Harrington & Julie Kavanagh (Prayers for Parish Groups)
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Opening Prayer/Liturgy – April 2006

SPIRIT OF EASTER

Opening Song

Alleluia, Alleluia!  Let the Holy Anthem Rise

Timothy R. Smith

Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Let the holy anthem rise,

And the choirs of heaven chant it

In the temple of the skies;

Let the mountains skip with gladness,

And the joyful valleys ring

With Hosannas in the highest

To our Savior and our King.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Like the sun from out the wave,

Christ has risen up in Triumph

From the darkness of the grave,

Glorious splendor of the nations,

And the lamp of endless day;

Christ the very Lord of glory

Who is risen up today.

Alleluia!  Alleluia!

Blessed Jesus, make us rise

From the life of this corruption

To the life that never dies.

May your glory be our portion,

When the days of time are past.

And the dead shall be awakened 

By the Trumpet’s mighty blast.

Opening Prayer

As the snow begins to melt, the birds bring to return and sing again, we celebrate the gift of his joyous Easter season.  Please bless us Lord as we celebrate together the people you have blessed our lives with, both now and forever.
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AMEN

Scripture Reading

John 20.1-10

A Reading from the Gospel of John

It was very early on the first day of 

The week and still dark, when Mary of Magdala came to the tomb.  She saw that the stone had been moved away from the tomb and came running to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved.  “They have taken the lord out of the tomb,” she said, “and we do not know where they have put him.” 

So Peter set out with the other disciple to go to the tomb.  They ran together but the other disciple, running faster than Peter, reached the tomb first.  He bent down and saw the linen cloths lying on the ground, but did not go in.  Simon Peter, following him, also came up, went into the tomb, saw the linen cloths lying on the ground and also the cloth that had been over his head; this was not with the linen cloths but rolled up in a place by itself.  The other disciple who had reached the tomb first also went in; he saw and he believed.  Till this moment they still had not understood the scripture, that he must rise from the dead.  The disciples went back home.

The Gospel of the Lord.

ALL:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ

Easter Litany

LEADER:  Christ Jesus, you call us to bring your joy into the world.

ALL:  Alleluia!

LEADER:  You invite us to be your body on earth.

ALL:  Alleluia!

LEADER:  You mission us to reach out to the fearful and the weak.

ALL:  Alleluia!

LEADER:  You empower us to reveal your presence to all weary world.

ALL:  Alleluia!

LEADER:  You enthuse us to enter deeper into a life assured of resurrection. 

ALL:  Alleluia!

READER:  Let us pray with the words that Jesus taught us.

ALL:  Our Father …
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