Closing Prayer

LEADER:  United as one body in the Lord, let us walk each day of this school year as brothers and sisters in Christ, filled with joy of the Holy Spirit announcing that we are a Catholic faith community dedicated to learning and achieving high standards by supporting one another!

ALL:  Amen

     [image: image1.wmf]
Grande Prairie and District Catholic Schools


[image: image2.wmf]G

P

C

S


Opening Prayer/Liturgy – August 2005

SEND OUT YOUR SPIRIT

Opening Song

Send Our Your Spirit

Jesse Manibussan

Opening Prayer

ALL:  Loving and Gracious God, as we begin this new school year together, we ask that you send out to us your Spirit of love and wisdom.  Guide each one of us as we prepare to become once again, your hands and feet, your eyes, and your heart to each one of the students that God places in our care.  May the example of Christ always be the summit and source of all that we do and say with each person we encounter this year. 

AMEN
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Scripture Reading

1 Cor. 12:4-11

There are many different gifts, but always the same Spirit.  There are many different ways of serving, but always the same Lord.  There are many different forms of activity, but in everybody it is the same God who is at work in them all.

The particular manifestation of the Spirit granted to each one is to be used for the general good.  To one is given from the Spirit the gift of utterance expressing wisdom, to another the gift of utterance expressing knowledge, in accordance with the same Spirit, to another faith, from the same Spirit, and to another, the gifts of healing, through this one Spirit, to another, the working of miracles, to another, prophecy, to another, the power of distinguishing spirits, to one, the gfit of different tongues, and to another, the interpretation of tongues.  But at work in all of these is the one and the same Spirit, distributing them at will to each individual.

The Word of the Lord.

ALL:  Thanks be to God.

Silent pause for reflection.
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General Intercessions

RESPONSE:  Lord, hear our prayer.

Holy Spirit, you guide and protect us.  As we call upon you in the beginning of this day and of this school year, we ask for your life and energy to use our gifts generously, in the unique ways you have blessed us, with all the students and staff we will work with this year.  We pray to the Lord.

(Response)

Love is the gift you have created us with.  Even though all of us are unfinished pieces of art, teach us to see you through our imperfections and help us to embrace one another with unconditional love.  We pray to the Lord.

(Response)

Holy Spirit, you nourish and strengthen us.  As we journey through each new day, be our companion through our joys and successes as well as in the midst of challenges and tensions.  We pray to the Lord.

(Response)

Giver of life and hope, we hear your voice calling us to lead like you.  Please remain with us throughout this year that we may be able to serve you with all our heart and strength, bringing everyone close to Christ.  We pray to the Lord.

(Response)

ALL:  United in love and hope, bind us again to be your apostles of the Good News and disciples of prayer.  May we all live one day in the Kingdom of God you have offered to us.

AMEN

LEADER:  Mindful of the Holy Spirit’s presence among us, let us pray as Jesus Taught us.

ALL:  Our Father ...
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