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VOCATIONS: What the church teaches about God’s call!
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The word Vocation comes from the Latin word “vocare” which means to call. It is based on the scriptural notion from Ephesians 4:1 where Paul states, “I therefore, a prisoner of the Lord, beg you to lead a life worthy of the calling to which you have been called.”  The “call” is an inclination towards a particular state of life that the person (Christian) accepts as a follower of Christ.
By listening to God in times of prayer and discernment, one can move towards following God in both a general and particular kind of manner. In the Catholic tradition, the general notion refers to the call of Christ offered to all the baptized, to follow him and become signs and witnesses of the reign of God. In a particular sense, it refers to individuals who feel God is calling them to a particular state of life. For some this state may be to become priests, sisters, brothers and deacons. For others it may be to a single or married state.
What is to be remembered is that each vocation is important and is essential to building up the body of Christ and the reign of God. Let us pray that during this month of February, God will bless us in our discernment to appropriately respond to His loving call. 
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