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“The Catholic Church as the Universal Church”
The word Catholic comes from the Greek word “katholikos” meaning whole or universal. The church is called Catholic because it extends through the entire world and teaches universally the same message within the cultural norms and traditions of the people and places involved. It was a term first designated by Ignatius of Antioch (106 AD) in reference to those in full communion with the Bishop of Rome (the Pope) who taught that Jesus suffered, died and rose from the dead.
Throughout history, the meaning of Catholic has changed to acknowledge a somewhat divisive reality in the East –West Schism of the eleventh century and the Protestant Reformation of the sixteenth century. Today, there are a number of other Churches that call themselves Catholic who would regard themselves as evangelical, reformed and Catholic alike.
However, for those who make up the Latin Rite tradition, many aspects of the first universal dimension of the Catholic Church remains the same. Our tradition covers the entire globe. You can go to mass in Jamaica, India or Brazil and still recognize similar characteristics in the Eucharistic celebration you would in Sexsmith, Beaverlodge, Fairview, Spirit River or Grande Prairie. The seven Sacraments are the same wherever you travel and the Eucharist remains the source and summit of the whole Christian life.
Thus, for those of us involved in our Catholic schools today, it means that our scope and view of our Catholic faith must take into account the fact that what happens personally and locally is only one small part of what happens in the larger world community and no matter where we go and where we travel, we can always find ourselves a spiritual home within our global family.
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