February 2009 Newsletter Reflection
Forgiveness and Hope

How often shall we forgive them: Jesus said, “Not seven but seventy times seven?” Mt.18:22-23.
One of the great marks of a true Christian is the ability to not only say “I am sorry” but to also truly offer forgiveness to someone else, to be able to reach out and say we want to start again with somebody who has hurt or harmed us.
.

Forgiveness is the act of being restored to a good relationship with God, self and/or others following an incident, alienation or situation. For the Christian, the practice of forgiveness is central to the Christian identity of what makes us different and unique in our sometimes troubled world.  Forgiveness is the sinners transforming acceptance of the unconditional mercy of God through Jesus and sharing/ extending same gift with others in a similar kind of way.
Who are we? We are a people who daily model to our staff, students and parents the tremendous example that life does not end when we make a mistake or when we really hurt someone, genuinely feel remorseful and want to try again. Jesus generously offers us many chances to become a better person. To the lost and the lonely, the hurt and the downtrodden, for those who have made many mistakes, Jesus has only one word which we call all draw inspiration and hope. Come!
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