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It is quite fitting in this year of refection on “Who are we?” as people of God that we as a church would also look at the life of St. Paul. The church is marking the birth of St. Paul 2000 years ago by declaring the liturgical year of 2008-09, the Year of St. Paul.

The connection between the two points is that St. Paul asked a similar question of God. The scriptural story is familiar “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” and the blinded young Pharisee answered, “Who are you Lord? And the life of Saul of Tarsus became the life of St. Paul the Apostle.

Just as part of St. Paul’s identity was to be an apostle, so too is it part of our own identity to be an apostle. Two centuries ago, Christ needed apostles who were willing to sacrifice themselves for the Gospel. Christ also need us today to be the same type of willing apostle just as St. Paul was, filled with conviction and filled with a proclamation for the kingdom of God.
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