Sacrament Series- May-Holy Orders

One of the two sacraments of Vocation, Holy Orders describes the ordained priesthood. This sacrament integrates men into the holy orders of bishop, priests and deacons and consecrates them to a life of service, ministering to the local and universal church; hence the term often used is the “ministerial priesthood”.

Through the ordained ministry, a priest proclaims God’s word and celebrates the sacraments. In his example, the ordained minister represents Christ, the high priest and Christ’s call to serve the entire community of believers.

In the early church, the leadership of the community and its worship focused on the bishop. In this role, bishops received the office of sanctifying, teaching and governing the church. As the church community grew, population and geographical distance necessitated the greater involvement of the priests to carry out the liturgical responsibilities.

Since Vatican II in the 1960’s, the ministerial priesthood has been given a place in the priesthood of all believers. It is the belief that in this understanding of the priesthood, the corporate body of the baptized are in Christ, a priestly people, sharing in the one priesthood of Christ and those that receive Holy Orders have a special mission to lead, in prophetic role, as servants of God.
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