Grande Prairie & District Catholic Schools

Faith Permeation Cross Curricular Links 2005-2006

	Subject Area
	Grade Level (s)
	Activity

	Art
	
	High School Art and Practical Arts Project

During Advent the two classes combine to design and build a nativity scene for the lobby of the school.  Art students research iconography and design a nativity scene.  The Practical Arts students produce the designs out of wood and steel.  Then the Art students paint the nativity scene.

Practical Arts Grade 9 Project

During Advent the Practical Arts students make small wooden crosses as gifts for parents and grandparents.



	Biology
	Senior High
	1. Birth control – Emphasize natural family planning and why the church takes this stance.

2. Embryonic Stem Cell Research – discuss the church as a stakeholder and teach what the church says about ESCR.

3. Evolution vs. Creationism – discuss where the church stands on evolution and how the two concepts are somewhat connected.

4. Genetics – discuss cloning, gene therapy, IVF, other reproductive technologies and what the Catholic Church says/advises.



	CTS
	10 - 12
	Chemicals- food engineering. Give an ethical issue and model. “Give food or teach to farm. Who we buy food from, what are we promoting? Teaching/giving people the tools to create their own food.



	
	1 - 3
	1. Use Bible First Sheet (see example)

2. Bring Jesus, Others, You into classroom.  We must act this way always!

3. Students saw that bible pages were translucent (grade 4 science outcome – Light & Shadows)

4. Bring religion into art, i.e. paper plates painted with 3 crosses in front.

5. Bring poems about religion into L.A. class.



	English 
	30 – 1
	Using Eli Weisel’s novel Night, students worked through a themed unit called “A Loss of Faith”.  Free writes were done on the novel quote “… indifference is worse than evil because indifference is sterile”.  Following the free-write as a class discussion around what is evil and what is good.



	English
	9
	Studies study the non-fiction magazine article “I Was a Teenaged Ingenue”.   The article details the focus that our society puts on sex and appearance.  Then students compare the lifestyle that teen magazines promote to the Beatitudes.  Students then develop their own article written about teen life form a Christian perspective.



	English
	10 - 12
	1. Discussing allusions in Shakespeare a) define allusions.  b) When a reference is to a biblical allusion occurs in Shakespeare, have students look up the story in the bible.  c) Share the story with the class; discuss the appropriateness of the allusion in the development of the text. i.e. Jepthta, Hamlet, Goegotha, MacBeth.

2. Character conflicts/choices – relate to WWJD?  a) Reflection writing assignment based on individual qualities and strengths.  b) Journaling, tie into the specific lesson, make spiritual connections.  c) Use Jesus or God as the audience in the RAFTS assignment.

3. Night - questioning of faith- forgiveness; growth from experience - faith journey.   Poetry - John Milton, “On His Blindness” )hiding your gifts or talents).  Short story - Hernando Tellez, “Ashes for the Wind”, “Lather and Nothing Else”, Leon Rook, “Bolt of White Cloth”, “God is not a Fish Inspector”, “The Doll House”, Frank Roberts, “The Inheritor”.  Novel  -Lord of the Flies, Grapes of Wrath, Golden Compass, To Kill a Mockingbird, Jurassic Park.  Discuss the Christ Figures, Allegory, Allusion, Good/Evil, Social Justice, Playing God. Film – Signs, Shawshank Redemption, The Last Samurai, The Pianist, The Island.  Discuss the faith element. Units - “Test of Faith” (Gr.10), “Strength to Forgive” (Gr.12).

4. Literature is full of thematic links to religion.  Quite often we analyze poetry and short stores, etc., and approach the analytic process with the Catholic faith in mind.

	Foods
	Junior & Senior High
	Have students research the Jewish custom of a Sater meal during Passover and prepare it.  Have students research the processing of wheat from its creation to flour.  Macaroni and Cheese:  how God created all the ingredients.  An activity looking at why we say grace and give thanks for the food God gives us.



	French
	All Levels
	1. One example used in all grade levels of French is how we practice oral French speaking by learning and reciting the Our Father, Hail Mary and Glory Be.

2. Opening prayers in French (daily).  French holidays and celebrations.  Other “holy days” can also be covered.  Virtues reinforcement in basic classroom conduct.



	Lifeskills
	Sr. High
	Each month the students research the lives of three saints and create a poster of each of the saints to display in the classroom.



	Math
	9
	We start prayer.  We have had class discussions about the idea that “God wrote the universe using math.”



	Math
	10 - 12
	1. Use data collection and analysis for making human decisions, e.g., G8 countries financing debt of 3rd world countries, of population and of environment.  As well, faith in things we do not know/understand yet.

2. Senior High Exponential Growth and Decay.  a) Ask how did scientists date the Shroud of Turin and prove it dated back to Jesus time. b) Ask how could Jesus have fed the crowd at the Sermon on the Mount given 2 loaves of bread and five fish.

Junior High.  Graphing Circle- graphing examine world religion percentages/religion percentages per country.   

Jr. Senior High.  Equations determine what is needed to reach a fundraising goal.

3. There are some great quotes talking about the wonders of math and God’s gifts. Use religion or faith to frame questions, e.g. out of the Ten Commandments, Sherry can only pick three favorites. How many ways can she do this?

4. When coming up with rules (as a class activity) for the semester, use the idea of primacy of persons. Comes from the idea all persons are sacred, made in the image and likeness of God. People do not lose dignity because of disability, poverty, and age lack of success or race. Emphasize people over things, being over having, respect for one another in the school and in the class.



	Math 
	30 Applied
	For the statistics units, students did a project on different issues (children’s rights, poverty, climate change, etc.) to examine what the statistics tell us internationally, nationally and locally and how these situations can be improved by the youth.

	Music
	
	· scriptural posters and bulletin boards (Advent and Lent)

· “student prayer” poster in discipline area

· opening prayer for each class

· virtue reinforcement (posted on wall, reinforced in class through appropriate songs)

· Christian Catholic “other songs 

· Explanation of Catholic teachings when singing liturgical songs and Mass parts

· “Fruit of the Spirit” poster

· music as a gift from God



	Social Studies
	10 - 12
	1. Discuss current events in light of Catholic beliefs, (from newspapers, radio, internet, etc.

2. Create a critical challenge that answers the question whether a historical figure is famous, heroic or both. Also, would the Catholic community consider these people heroic or virtuous?



	Science
	10 - 12
	1. Emphasize order/complexity from smallest quark to the universe. Historically, how scientist’s belief guided/surrounded their work (Mendel, Kepler, etc.  Medical/Ethical Issues.

2. Moral obligation of people to find alternative energy. Sources to reduce pollution and the destruction of the plant. Stewardship of God’s earth. Obligations and responsibility to all living creatures on earth. 



	Science
	
	Moral obligation of people to find alternative energy sources to reduce pollution and destruction of the plant.

· stewardship of God’s Earth

· obligations and responsibility to all living creatures on Earth.

	
	9
	After reading about the fifth commandment and how it includes denying one’s own talents, I had my Grade 9s each do a talent presentation in which they showed off something they were good at.  They could take as long as they liked; they could do anything they wanted.  I told the class they wouldn’t be graded on them, but after someone finished presenting, the class had to go crazy with applause and cheers.  I got everything from double-jointedness to art work to a baked cake to live music performances.  It was awesome!



	Religious Studies
	15
	Children’s Book Assignment

Your task is to create a children’s book depicting a power struggle and final conflict resolution.  You will use pictures, color and the computer to create your piece of work.  Use any concept that we talked about in class based on the Grade 10 religion text and your notes.  Remember this story is suited to elementary student Grade 4-6, attending a catholic school.

	Religious Studies
	25
	World Religions:  They had to choose a Religion (they could only choose the Religions I told them to) and compare it directly to the Catholic Religion and present it in class with a visual (most did power points).  They also included a quiz at the end of the highlights from their projects.

Jesus Unit:  They had to write a biography of Jesus’ life.  They had to pick at least 3 significant people in this life and find passages in the bible that named these people and why were they so important.  Find a picture of them and do a collage.  Present to the class.

Believing Unit:  I played Jesse M’s songs and talked about how some music has really good messages of the good News.  They had to find a song with the theme “have faith” and “believing”.  Interpret all verses and choruses and present songs to class and discuss as a class.

 

	Religion
	Sr. High
	1. Teach meditation as a form of prayer.
2. Portfolio:  a personal record of students’ thoughts about their journey
3. Chapel visits
4. Students take responsibility for prayer corner and its decorations
5. Students take care of the liturgical colors in the school chapel
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