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Enroll your child in a Kindergarten program where s/he
Lives the faith
Learns about Jesus Christ and Christian Values
Respects one another
Learns essential pre-reading skills
Learns through play
Makes choices based on Gospel Values
Is loved
Is appreciated and cared for
Is seen as a gift from God
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Kindergarten: How far children go in life has a lot to do with their start in life.
)
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And th
ere’s no better place to start 
 well-rounded faith-based  education than in the 
Grande Prairie
 and District Catholic Schools’ Kindergarten program!
Regular programs as well as a variety of alternative options are available - the choice is yours. Make your child's first school experience the experience of a lifetime. Children who turned five years old on or before December 31, 2008, (September 1, 2008 in 
Fairview
)  can start Kindergarten this September.
Kindergarten is an important first step in a child's formal educational experience. 
Most five-year-olds are ready to encounter the wider world and to seek new relationships with children and adults outside of their immediate families. Kindergarten provides increased opportunities for children to play, learn and socialize with their peers and to meet and learn with a variety of adults.
Grande Prairie
 and District Catholic Schools Kindergarten programs extend the educational foundation laid by parents during the pre-school years. 
A balanced program of intentional literacy, thoughtful engagement in inquiry, purposeful exploration, and experimentation through play is delivered. This enables children to further develop their skills in speaking, listening, reading, writing, problem solving, co-operating, making decisions, learning responsibilities and taking care of personal needs. 
The 
Grande Prairie
 and District Catholic Schools’ Kindergarten
 
program is guided by principles that celebrate the uniqueness, integrity and worth of every child. 
Kindergarten has a profound impact on early learning and thus on future student achievement. It is an integral part of a child's learning experience. Kindergarten provides appropriate early learning experiences geared to creating lifelong skills of perseverance, determination and curiosity. 
At 
Grande Prairie
 and 
District
 
Catholic
 
Schools
, our Kindergarten programs are delivered in safe environments that respect diversity, encourage risk-taking and lead children to value themselves as competent and independent learners.
In Kindergarten, children explore and experiment with their environment and learn how to interact with others. 
This helps them to value themselves 
The program offers children 
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as capable and competent learners.  This program offers children opportunities to:
develop skills in language arts, mathematics, social studies, science and the fine arts, 
develop physical skills 
enhance personal and social responsibility and communicate effectively in a variety of ways.
How do I register my child for Kindergarten?
Register your child for Kindergarten by visiting your local elementary school. You will need to provide proof of your child's name, date of birth, and citizenship. The following documents verifying birth : 
Birth Certificate 
Canadian Citizenship Certificate 
Passport 
Baptismal Certificate 
You will also need to bring information that confirms your address (e.g. a driver's license or bill).
Plan to attend parent information sessions offered by your school. These sessions provide an excellent opportunity for you to find out everything that you want to know about your school community, especially for parents entering the educational setting with their first child. 
How can I get more information?
Call the Catholic Education Centre at 532-3013 
.
For more information on Kindergarten in 
Alberta
, download a copy of "Kindergarten in 
Alberta
 - a Handbook for Parents" from the Alberta Education web site at: 
www.edc.gov.ab.ca/parents/handbooks
. Hard copies can be purchased by contacting 
Grand Prairie
 and 
District
 
Catholic
 
Schools
 or order online at: 
www.lrc.learning.gov.ab.ca
. 
Is Transportation Provided?
Two-way transportation for Kindergarten children is arranged for children who attend the designated school for their community and live beyond 1.7 km from the school. Bus maps are available from the school or on our web site. Contact your child's school or Transportation Services at 
(780) 513
–1220  
for details. 
How can I find out about 
Grande Prairie
 and 
District
 
Catholic
 
Schools
’ Junior Kindergarten programs (Children at Risk)?
Contact Student Services at 532-3013.
Who will help my child learn more about the Gospels of Jesus Christ?
All of our Staff, from Teacher, Administrator and Custodian to Trustee and Superintendent has
 
committed themselves to teach, model, and support your child’s spiritual and academic learning in our schools. This is our commitment to you for the care and trust you have placed in us with your most precious and greatest gift, your child!
)
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